
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2026-16 
 
 WHEREAS, the undersigned has been notified of the passing of Senator Lindsey O. 
Graham on July 11, 2026, creating a vacancy in a seat in the United States Senate; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Seventeenth Amendment of the United States Constitution provides, 
“When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive authority 
of such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: Provided, That the legislature 
of any State may empower the executive thereof to make temporary appointments until the 
people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature may direct.” U.S. Const. amend. XVII; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the General Assembly has empowered the undersigned to make such a 
temporary appointment under section 7-19-20 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, as amended, 
which provides that “[i]n case of a vacancy in the office of United States Senator from death, . . . 
the Governor may fill the place by appointment which shall be for the period of time intervening 
between the date of such appointment and January third following the next succeeding general 
election”; and  
 

WHEREAS, the next general election will be November 3, 2026, more than one 
hundred days after the vacancy arose; and 

 
WHEREAS, the undersigned, mindful of the importance of selecting a qualified 

individual to faithfully and effectively represent the State of South Carolina in the United States 
Senate, has thoughtfully searched for such a person who will honorably serve the State as 
Senator Graham did for almost twenty-four years.  
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NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Governor of the State 

of South Carolina and pursuant to the Constitution and Laws of this State and of these United 
States and the powers conferred upon me therein, I hereby appoint Darline Graham of 
Lexington, South Carolina to the United States Senate, who shall serve from this date until 
January 3, 2027.  

 
GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND THE 
GREAT SEAL OF THE STATE OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA, THIS 13th DAY 
OF JULY, 2026. 
 
 
 
HENRY DARGAN MCMASTER 
Governor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________ 
MARK HAMMOND 
Secretary of State 


